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 “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” 
John 13:34 
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Mission Statement  

The Geography Policy will support the delivery of the Mission Statement. Geography takes place 

within the context of the Christian aims and ethos of Boutcher School as reflected by our Mission 

Statement. 

“The aims and practice of Boutcher School seek to reflect the life and teachings of Jesus Christ as 

told in the Gospels. Jesus taught us, through His example of unconditional love and compassion, 

that we are all of equal value to God. Everyone is entitled to be regarded with dignity, fairness and 

respect. We strive to ensure that our school enshrines the values which Jesus taught us.” 

The children at Boutcher discussed our Mission Statement and created their own 

interpretation of it. 

“In our school everyone has the right to learn, the right to feel safe and the right to respect.  They 

have the right to learn the good news of the Gospels and to know that God loves us all equally 

(whether we are rich or poor, young or old.) 

We strive to live in the way that Jesus would want us to.  We tell others Jesus's stories so that they 

can learn from them too and we try to set an example for other people in the way that we act.  In all 

that we do we help each other and love others as Jesus would want us to.  

Boutcher CE Primary School tries its best to remember that Jesus loves us, even when we make 

mistakes.” 

 

SMSC Statement   

Through the teaching of geography children’s SMSC is promoted and supported. We aim to prepare 

our children to maximise opportunities, develop their responsibility and enhance their experiences 

now and in the future.  

Through lessons we promote our Boutcher values of Faith, Family and Fascination. We enable 

every child to develop and flourish in a loving and open environment in lessons. We actively promote 

the fundamental British Values as stated by the Government and design opportunities in the 

curriculum to do this. We want geography to be an enjoyable subject where children are fascinated 

by the learning of themselves, others and the world around them. At the heart of our school, is a rich 

and diverse culture and community that we enjoy and celebrate. We seek opportunities to work with 

the local community, explore our local area, welcome visitors to the school, go on trips and take part 

in community events and projects.  

For further information, see the SMSC Policy. 

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion  

In Geography we are committed to promoting and providing all children with high expectations and 

an equal entitlement and opportunities regardless of race, gender, culture, class, SEN or disability. 

We aim to meet the needs of all our children by personalising our modern languages curriculum, 

promoting inclusivity to fully engage and motivate all children. This involves providing opportunities 

for SEND children to receive support and/or scaffolding as well as challenging all children to take 

an active part in their learning and to achieve their potential.  
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Aims and Objectives 
 
National Curriculum Aims: 
The national curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all children: 

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial 
and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics, and how these 
provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of 
the world, how these are interdependent, and how they bring about spatial variation and 
change over time 

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences 

of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
o interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, 

globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, 

numerical and quantitative skills, and writing at length. 
 
Boutcher Aims:  

At Boutcher, our Geography curriculum is designed to spark fascination with the world and inspire 
children to explore it with curiosity, care, and purpose. We want our children to experience a sense 
of awe and wonder at God’s creation, nurturing their spirituality as they discover the dynamic 
relationships between people, places, and environments. 

Our aim is to nurture independent, critical thinkers who flourish as confident, outward-looking 
individuals. Through carefully sequenced, enquiry-led learning, children develop a strong foundation 
of geographical knowledge and skills. They learn to ask perceptive questions, analyse evidence, 
carry out fieldwork, and make informed conclusions about the world around them. 

We place particular emphasis on exploring both the local area and contrasting global locations, 
helping children understand the similarities and differences between places. Children engage with 
tangible elements like rivers, mountains and cities, alongside broader concepts such as climate 
change, justice, population and sustainability — all within the context of stewardship of God’s world. 

Ultimately, our Geography curriculum supports children in flourishing academically, socially, morally 
and spiritually — equipping them to understand pressing global challenges and empowering them 
to act as informed, responsible global citizens who seek justice and care for the environment. 

 

Organisation, Planning and Delivery  

At Boutcher, our Geography curriculum is carefully planned and organised to inspire curiosity, 
develop key geographical skills, and foster a deep understanding of the world — locally, nationally 
and globally. We follow a progressive, enquiry-led approach that reflects our school’s ethos of 
nurturing confident, independent thinkers who care for God’s creation and appreciate the 
interconnections between people and environments. 
 
Planning: 
We use the Kapow Primary Geography scheme of work as the foundation for our curriculum. Kapow 
offers a comprehensive, well-structured and progressive framework that aligns with the national 
curriculum’s four key strands: locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical 
geography, and geographical skills and fieldwork. The scheme’s spiral approach revisits essential 
knowledge and skills with increasing complexity, ensuring that learning is reinforced and deepened 
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over time. Enquiry-based questions encourage critical thinking and real-world application, fostering 
a genuine sense of curiosity and engagement among pupils. 
 
Organisation: 
Geography is taught in focused six-week blocks throughout the year, allowing for immersive learning 
and clear progression of skills. Lessons balance independent work, collaborative activities, hands-
on fieldwork, and digital learning, whilst ensuring accessibility for all pupils. The scheme supports 
cross-curricular links and incorporates local and global perspectives, including important themes 
such as climate change and social justice. Regular fieldwork opportunities, both within the school 
grounds and in the local area, enable children to apply their learning practically and build confidence 
in familiar environments. 
 
Delivery: 
Teachers deliver lessons using detailed Kapow planning and resources, including knowledge 
organisers and teacher videos that enhance subject knowledge and confidence. The scheme 
provides clear guidance on scaffolding and extension opportunities, helping teachers ensure the 
inclusion of all learners whilst maintaining high expectations. Children are encouraged to ask 
perceptive questions, collect and analyse data, and present their findings, developing skills essential 
to thinking and working like geographers. 
 
We are committed to raising the profile of Geography across the school through engaging content 
and practical activities. Enrichment opportunities, such as local field trips and environmental 
projects, further nurture children’s connection to their community and the wider world, inspiring them 
to become responsible stewards of God’s creation. 
 
Educational Visits 
Fieldwork is a vital component of the Geography curriculum at Boutcher and is embedded into each 
topic to ensure children experience Geography in real-world contexts. Educational visits play a 
central role in supporting this, offering pupils hands-on, practical experiences that not only bring 
learning to life but also spark curiosity and enthusiasm for the subject — both now and in the future. 
 
These visits provide valuable cultural capital, deepening children’s understanding of the people, 
places and environments they study. By engaging directly with the world around them, pupils 
develop a richer, more meaningful connection to geographical concepts and build key enquiry and 
observational skills. 
 
The Geography Coordinator ensures that every class takes part in at least one geography-related 
educational visit each academic year. In addition, class teachers are encouraged to plan further trips 
where they feel these will enhance the delivery of specific units or strengthen pupils’ understanding 
of key concepts. 
 
Resources 
At Boutcher, we are well equipped to support high-quality Geography teaching and learning. Recent 
investment in new equipment, atlases and globes has ensured that staff and pupils have access to 
up-to-date and engaging resources to support their understanding of the world. 
 
Our school library includes a wide selection of non-fiction and fiction texts linked to Geography 
topics, helping to reinforce subject knowledge and inspire curiosity through reading. Children can 
access these during their class library sessions and at lunchtime. 
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Chromebooks and iPads are available to enhance Geography lessons through digital mapping, 
research and interactive learning activities. Teachers are encouraged to make use of these 
technologies to enrich their teaching and deepen pupils' geographical enquiry. 
 
Staff who require additional resources to support the delivery of specific units should speak with the 
Geography Coordinator, who can advise or arrange for further purchases as needed. 
 
 
Marking and Feedback  
 
Marking is key to producing independent learners in Geography and helps to raise attainment by 
celebrating the successful aspects of a child’s work and also reminding them of the next step in their 
learning. Feedback and marking in Geography aim to challenge children, make them question, and 
give them the skills needed to refine or correct their work. 
 
Vocabulary and misconceptions are addressed in both written and verbal feedback with the child or 
the whole class. Children are encouraged to use vocabulary provided to spell topic-specific words 
correctly in their independent work. If a child needs to be questioned or supported further in order 
to determine if they have met the learning objective, teachers may make additional comments or 
ask questions on the child’s work to support their understanding and thinking. Children will be given 
support or scaffolding where needed. 
 
For further details, please see our Marking and Feedback Policy. 
 
Progress and Assessment 
 
At Boutcher, assessment in Geography is ongoing, purposeful and central to ensuring that all 
children make strong progress in both their geographical knowledge and skills. We use a 
combination of formative and summative assessment to inform teaching, address misconceptions, 
track progress and celebrate achievement. 
 
Each unit begins with a ‘knowledge grab’ quiz and an initial task designed to assess children’s prior 
understanding and uncover any misconceptions. Wherever possible, these activities are completed 
ahead of the first lesson to allow teachers time to tailor planning in response to the outcomes. 
 
Formative Assessment 
Formative assessment is embedded throughout every Geography lesson and plays a vital role in 
shaping teaching and supporting individual progress. Teachers draw on a range of assessment 
strategies, including: 
 

• Targeted and open-ended questioning to assess understanding, promote critical thinking and 
clarify misconceptions in real time 

• Observations of engagement and collaboration, helping teachers assess how knowledge and 
skills are applied during practical or group activities 

• Pair and group discussions, which encourage children to verbalise their thinking and provide 
opportunities for teachers to listen in and gauge understanding 

• Strategic pause points within lessons to summarise learning, address misunderstandings and 
reflect on progress before moving forward 

• Retrieval practice, including short recap tasks or oral questioning, which supports retention 
of prior learning across the unit 
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• Short written or verbal reflections at the end of lessons to consolidate key concepts and allow 
teachers to assess individual understanding 

Weekly recap slides or review questions are often used at the start of lessons to reinforce previous 
learning. Children are encouraged to refer to topic objectives and use subject-specific vocabulary, 
which is consistently praised and celebrated. High-quality work is acknowledged through classroom 
praise, Headteacher’s Awards and ‘Proud As Punch’ certificates. 
 
Summative Assessment 
Summative assessment takes place at the end of each unit and provides a broader picture of each 
child’s progress. In most cases, children revisit their initial task or quiz to reflect on what they have 
learned and demonstrate progress. This is considered alongside weekly work and contributions 
during lessons to make an informed judgement of overall attainment. 
 
Teachers use this information to assess whether children are working towards, working at, or 
working at greater depth in relation to age-related expectations. These judgements are recorded on 
the school’s shared drive for tracking and monitoring purposes and, where appropriate, are used to 
inform future planning. 
 
Monitoring and Reporting 
Progress and achievement in Geography are shared with parents through annual school reports 
and celebrated at open day events, where pupils have the opportunity to share their learning with 
the wider school community. 
 
The Geography Subject Leader plays an active role in monitoring the impact of the curriculum 
through book looks, learning walks and pupil voice activities. Outcomes from these are used to 
highlight areas of strength and identify priorities for development. When needed, targeted CPD 
opportunities are offered to staff through INSET sessions or staff meetings, ensuring that the delivery 
of Geography across the school remains high quality and consistent. 
 
Monitoring by the Governors  
Governors take part in learning walks with a Geography focus on a rotational basis. They visit each 
class and observe learning across the school. The Coordinator will meet with the governing body to 
discuss these observations and share information about the standard and teaching of Geography 
across the school. 
 
Cross-Curricular Skills and Links 
 
Geography is associated with every aspect of our lives and relates to all areas of the curriculum. 
Cross-curricular links are encouraged, and where possible, children will have the opportunity to 
explore their local environment and use knowledge from other curriculum areas alongside 
Geography. 
 
We ensure that children understand the positive contributions of both men and women to our world, 
as well as the contributions made by people across the globe and in our local area. Children are 
taught about the benefits of collaboration and how problems and challenges are faced locally, 
nationally and internationally. 
 
We also use strong, meaningful texts in reading and writing sessions to support learning in other 
subject areas. Examples include: 
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 Year Three Year Six 

Geography Why Do People Live Near Volcanoes?  Why Does Population Change? 

English  

          
Science  Rocks   

RE   Understanding Faith  

 
Role and Responsibility of Coordinator  
The Geography Coordinator is actively involved in planning and monitoring the subject. They run 
planning meetings, lead staff INSET where required, and distribute new ideas and resources among 
the teaching staff. The Coordinator monitors the standard of Geography work across the school 
through observations and data. 
 
Opportunities are provided for teachers to observe the Coordinator teaching the subject. 
 
The Coordinator is responsible for assessing staff development needs and organising training. They 
ensure that there are adequate resources to support teachers and specialist teachers in delivering 
lessons. 
 
From time to time, the Geography Coordinator may be asked to fulfil other duties as part of the role. 
 
Plan for Unforeseen School Closure 
Should there be a whole-school closure, we will continue to teach children in accordance with the 
Geography curriculum overview. We will continue to plan a variety of activities and provide children 
with opportunities to continue their learning at home, with lessons tailored and adapted to suit home 
learning. 
We will use online platforms to teach and deliver homework. Please see the Remote Learning Policy. 
 
Promoting Diversity in Geography Lessons  
At Boutcher, we are committed to providing all children with equal access to activities and 
opportunities, regardless of race, gender, culture or class. 
 
We want all children to feel they are positively represented and have opportunities to explore the 
lives of significant individuals who have made an impact on the world. For BAME children, this may 
include learning about prominent figures from a range of countries and cultures. We want children 
to see themselves as the future and be equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge to make 
a difference in the wider world. 
 
In Geography lessons, children are regularly reminded that we respect all people, beliefs and 
cultures, and that disrespect and derogatory views are not tolerated. If children share views that 
cause concern, these should be recorded using the appropriate forms and handed to the 
Headteacher. If teachers feel uncomfortable in discussions or when planning lessons, they should 
speak to the Geography Coordinator for support. 


