Boutcher C of E Primary School Subject Story
Geography

Intent
At Boutcher, we believe geography should ignite children’s natural curiosity and inspire them to wonder about
and care for the world around them. Our aim is to nurture independent thinkers—passionate, outward-looking
individuals who understand and engage with the world both now and in the future.

Through our geography curriculum, children will develop a deep understanding of key concepts, distinctive
disciplinary practices, and essential geographical skills. They will explore dynamic interrelationships and
connections, gaining insight into real-world issues and the impact of human and physical processes.
Alongside academic growth, our curriculum promotes personal, social, and moral development, encouraging
children to think critically and compassionately.

Our curriculum is designed to:
Place a strong emphasis on the development of both geographical knowledge and skills
Foster critical thinking through the ability to ask perceptive questions, analyse information, and draw
informed conclusions
Develop fieldwork skills progressively across all year groups
Cultivate a deep interest in, and knowledge of, their own locality and its similarities and differences
compared to other places in the world
e Build a secure and growing understanding of geographical concepts, terminology, and vocabulary

Children will acquire substantive knowledge—factual and conceptual understanding of the world—as a
foundation for developing disciplinary knowledge, including how geographers investigate and interpret the
world. This includes learning about locational knowledge and tangible geographical features such as rivers,
mountains, cities, countries, and landscapes, as well as more abstract concepts like climate, population, and
economic systems.

Ultimately, our geography curriculum empowers children to become informed, responsible global citizens,
equipped with the knowledge, skills, and mindset to navigate and shape the ever-changing world.

Implementation
Geography is taught in focused 6-week blocks, three times per year. Each term explores a distinct topic
through an overarching, enquiry-based question designed to spark curiosity and deeper thinking. Lessons
are built around open-ended sub-questions, encouraging children to investigate, think critically, and work like
geographers.

Through this enquiry-led approach, pupils develop a secure understanding of key geographical concepts and
learn to collect, interpret, and present data, using evidence to make informed decisions.

Our curriculum is built around four key disciplinary concepts:
e Locational knowledge
e Place knowledge
¢ Human and physical geography
e Geographical skills and fieldwork
A clear progression of knowledge and skills is mapped across these strands using a spiral structure. This
ensures core content is revisited with increasing depth, enabling children to consolidate and build on prior
learning.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), two carefully planned units introduce geography through
themes aligned with the Development Matters statements and Early Learning Goals, providing a strong
foundation for Key Stage 1.

Fieldwork is a vital and embedded part of the curriculum, giving children the opportunity to apply skills in real-
world contexts by posing questions, gathering evidence, and drawing conclusions.



Impact
Our children will meet the ‘Understanding the World’ Early Learning Goals at the end of EYFS, and the end
of key stage expectations outlined in the National curriculum for Geography by the end of Year 2 and Year
6. They should leave primary school equipped with a range of skills and knowledge to enable them to study
Geography with confidence at Key stage 3.

We hope to shape children into curious and inspired geographers with respect and appreciation for the world
around them alongside an understanding of the interconnection between the human and the physical.

Children will:

e Compare human and physical features to identify similarities and differences across the UK, Europe,
and the Americas.

e Name, locate, and explain key physical features (e.g. climate, biomes, natural disasters, water cycle)
and how they interact over time.

e Understand how land is used for trade and how natural resources influence this.

¢ Recognise how people adapt to and impact their environment, both positively and negatively.

o Use maps, grid references, compasses, and digital tools to develop a strong sense of place and
location.

e Plan and carry out geographical enquiries using chosen methods, data collection, and digital
technologies.

What can | expect to see in a Geography lesson at Boutcher?

- Children learning in an engaging environment, where they demonstrate a keen interest and enthusiasm
for the topic being taught.

- Learning that is sequential, ambitious and challenging to support children in developing disciplinary and
substantive knowledge that builds towards the enquiry topic question.

- Opportunities for children to work like geographers.

- Active learning taking place where children are exploring the four key concepts and, in some lessons,
making interconnections.

- Children engaged in active, hands-on learning using a wide range of resources and fieldwork
opportunities to deepen understanding and bring geography to life.

- Modelling of key vocabulary and terms by adults and when being used correctly and accurately by
children, praise given.

Examples of our outstanding learning

What voice do pupils have?
- Child conferencing with the Geography subject lead allows children to reflect on their learning, share
feedback on the curriculum, and contribute ideas for future topics or activities.
- During Open Days, children share their geography work with parents, carers, and staff—giving them a
platform to articulate their learning, express opinions, and take pride in their achievements.
- Children are encouraged to share their views on geography lessons through discussion and classroom
dialogue, helping shape a curriculum that reflects their interests and needs.



- The Eco Council plays a key role in representing pupil voice by gathering the views of their classmates
and communicating these to the Eco Leads, helping to shape whole-school sustainability initiatives.

Examples of pupil voice

‘| have found it really interesting learning about push and pull factors in our topic on why population changes.
In English we have been reading and writing using The Arrival and this knowledge has helped me to
understand more about why people migrate.” Jayden (Y6)

How do children’s skills progress?
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What successes were there in the last few academic years?

- We have successfully transitioned to a new geography curriculum, moving from a thematic approach to
teaching geography as a discrete subject.

- This shift has been met with high levels of enthusiasm from both children and staff, who are thriving under
the new, enquiry-led approach.

- Teachers are gaining confidence in delivering the curriculum and using the associated resources
effectively.

- We have already established strong cross-curricular links, enriching children’s learning by connecting
geography to other areas of the curriculum.

What are the priorities in geography?

- To continue embedding the curriculum and supporting staff in becoming increasingly confident and skilled
in its delivery.

- While the current curriculum is strong, we aim to tailor some of the content to make the study of places
more relevant and meaningful to our children and their families.

- To provide enriching educational visits that complement the geography curriculum.

- To sustain and build on the growing excitement and engagement with geography across the school—
encouraging curiosity, critical thinking, and a sense of global citizenship.



