
 
Faith, Family and Fascination 

Reading for Pleasure Philosophy Statement 

At Boutcher C.E. Primary School, we believe that reading should be a joyful, shared 
experience that ignites fascination and sparks curiosity, creativity, and a lifelong love 
of learning. We are committed to building a vibrant reading culture where every child 
feels inspired, valued, and seen as a reader. Our approach fosters a sense of 
community through reading, where books are celebrated, voices are heard, and a 
deep fascination with stories and knowledge is cultivated. 

Our curriculum is designed to engage and inspire pupils with a rich and diverse 
selection of high-quality texts. These books are carefully chosen to challenge and 
excite children across all subjects, offering them the opportunity to explore new 
ideas, expand their imagination, and develop a deeper understanding of the world. 
Weekly library visits provide children with dedicated time to explore a wide variety of 
books, allowing them to discover new favourites and take ownership of their reading 
journey. 

We also believe in the power of shared reading experiences. Through regular 
opportunities for older and younger pupils to come together and share stories, 
reading becomes a way to build confidence, foster connection, and strengthen 
relationships across the school. This sense of community is a cornerstone of our 
reading culture, ensuring that all pupils feel supported and encouraged in their 
reading development. 

At Boutcher, pupil voice is central to our reading approach. Through our Book Vote, 
children have the opportunity to actively shape the library’s collection, selecting 
exciting new titles that reflect their diverse interests and preferences. This initiative 
empowers children to exercise their right to vote in a meaningful way, reinforcing 
their sense of agency in the school’s reading culture. 

Our Reading Ambassadors are passionate readers who play a pivotal role in 
promoting reading across the school. They represent their peers, plan and lead 
celebrations like World Book Day, recommend books, and support others in their 
reading journey. In addition, Reading Ambassadors work to organise fundraising 
initiatives, ensuring the continued growth of our library and providing more books 
that will inspire curiosity and fascination for years to come. 

At Boutcher, reading is not just about developing literacy - it’s about sparking a 
lifelong passion for learning, creativity, and discovery. We aim to cultivate readers 
who are not only skilled but also inspired to explore the world through the pages of a 
book. 


