Boutcher C of E Primary School Subject Stories
Religious Education
Intent
At Boutcher we aim to develop a strong foundation of the Christian faith through children’s
knowledge and understanding of its beliefs, traditions and festivals. We encourage children to
explore fundamental questions of human existence and teach them the skills needed to make
informed judgements and decisions, applying an understanding of Christianity in responding to life
and moral issues. We support children in developing their knowledge and understanding of other
major world faiths, so that they acquire respect, empathy and sensitivity. We purposefully provide
children with a relevant curriculum which seeks to give children a strong understanding of diversity
within our local area as well as globally, supporting them in grasping how religion shapes culture.
Through the RE curriculum, children are provided with opportunities to develop skills of reflection,
critical analysis and evaluation. Our RE lessons provide children with chances to openly discuss
their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ideas, beliefs and opinions and we promote the
understanding of people from different, and or no faith.
Implementation
At Boutcher we provide children with a robust and challenging curriculum based on the Southwark
Diocesan Board of Education (SDBE) schemes of work, which adheres to SDBE guidance. Our
curriculum is split with Christianity receiving two thirds of the teaching and other world faiths
receiving the remaining third.
Our teachers aim to deliver the curriculum through creative and innovative work, including, drama,
art, music, food technology, reflective story telling (Godly Play), educational visits, visits from
people of faith (Christianity and other) as well as written pieces of work.
RE is taught discreetly for at least 1 hour each week, however, cross curricular links are regularly
made between topics of study in RE and the wider curriculum. This encourages children to
contextualise learning and develop an understanding of the place of religion in the world.
In every lesson, we aspire to ensure that children explore religion in an innovative, creative,
exciting and progressive way, as it is important to us that our children ask questions, raise issues
and develop their beliefs.
Impact
➢ Boutcher was awarded an outstanding judgement in the SIAMS inspection (Statutory
Inspection for Anglican and Methodist Schools) in all areas in June 2018. With the school’s
explicit and inclusive Christian vision being praised as being very well reflected through its
motto of, ‘Faith, Family and Fascination’. The school was also praised for its positive and
consistent approach with a strong commitment to learning across the school.
➢ Children are assessed in RE in two areas, AT1 – their understanding of different religions,
beliefs and practices and AT2 – where children demonstrate what they have learnt from
religion. Children at Boutcher make the same progress (and sometimes more) as core
subjects within the school.
➢ The school’s Visions and Values committee meet termly and assess the impact of RE,
ensuring that the intent is implemented and that the RE taught is relevant, effective and
meaningful.
-

What can I expect to see in an RE lesson at Boutcher?
Children learning about religion in a real and relevant way, where the learning is brought to life
through immersive experiences such as, handling of resources, tasting of food and role play.

-

All children participating in meaningful and purposeful discussions, within an environment
where all beliefs and viewpoints are respected and valued.

-

Children developing their own spiritual, social and moral ideas through critical questioning and
making links individually.

Examples of outstanding learning

Year 3 – responding to the topic of
Jesus’ miracles, using art to convey
Jesus’ teaching.

-

Year 2 – refl ecting on their
treasures of creation.

Year 3 and 5 Siblings donating
food to a foodbank after learning
about the hunger in lockdown.

What voice do pupils have?
Every week the children’s faith group meet. The children give their opinions on topics studied in
RE, select projects that they would like to participate in, make suggestions on how to improve
RE within the school and take ownership of the termly newspaper, Faith Matters.

- Children are regularly asked for feedback on RE lessons.
Examples of pupil voice
Eddie (Year 5) – “I have really enjoyed learning more about religions in our local area this year. I
think learning about our community is really important.”
Vincent (Year 3) – “Our RE lessons are very good because we get to learn about other people. I
have really enjoyed learning about Sikhism, especially discovering how similar and different
religions are.”
How do children’s skills progress?
An example of skills progression from Year 1 – 6
AT1 – Learning from Religion, Strand 1 – Identity and Belonging
Reception

Year 1

Talk about
items and
people that
are
important
to me.

Talk about
things that
happen to
me and
others

Year 2
Ask about
what
happens to
others with
respect for
their feelings.

Year 3

Year 4

Compare
Compare and
some of the
ask questions
things that
about some
influence me
of the things
with those
that influence
that influence me with those
other people that influence
other people.
May suggest
some
answers.

Year 5

Year 6

Ask questions
about who we
are and
where we
belong, and
suggest
answers
which refer to
people who
have inspired
and
influenced
myself and
others

Give my own
and others’
views on
questions
about who we
are and
where we
belong and
on the
challenges of
belonging to a
religion and
explain what
inspires and
influences me

What successes were there in the 2020/2021 academic year?

-

Children made good progress in RE and attainment is in line with other core curriculum subjects

-

The full RE curriculum was provided for children whilst they were learning from home, with both AT1
and AT2 being developed.

-

The SDBE syllabus has been taught for over a year now and has been well received by children and
teachers alike.

-

To ensure wider cross-curricular links are being maximised and topics taught alongside the wider
curriculum.
To continue to speak to the children about assessment, ensuring that children are aware of their
attainment and next steps.

What are the priorities in RE for 2021/2022?
-

-

To make further links within our local community, hopefully making educational visits to places of
worship that we haven’t been able to attend yet.

-

To start working towards achieving a quality mark for RE.

-

To ensure that children have more opportunities to exercise retrieval practice within RE to support their
knowledge retention.

