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This session will provide information about:

• Y5 & Y6 SPaG content
• end of KS2 assessments
• how SPaG skills are taught including the application of skills
• how to support children at home with SPaG



English Curriculum 

The National Curriculum establishes English as a core subject. An 
understanding of the English language is central to developing an 
understanding in all National Curriculum subjects. Reading, writing and 
spoken language are divided into different areas of study. These are: 

Reading Writing Spoken Language
word reading

comprehension 
(listening and reading)

composition
• planning
• proof reading and editing

vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation 

spelling

handwriting 

Includes: 
• articulate and justify answers, 

arguments and opinions
• give well-structured descriptions, 

explanations and narratives
• speak audibly and fluently with 

increasing command of Standard 
English 

• consider and evaluate different 
viewpoints, attending to and 
building on the contributions of 
others



Children need to be 
confident in their 
understanding of 

each of these skills 
and apply them 
within their own 

writing. 

It is also important 
that children have 
good knowledge of 

the content from 
previous year and 

are accurate in their 
use of this. 







KS2 Assessments 

At the end of each key stage in primary school, children are 
tested on what they have learned through assessments known 
as SATs. The KS2 SATs consists of:
• maths tests (athematic x1 and reasoning x2)
• reading test x1
• SPAG test (grammar and punctuation x1 and spelling x1) 
• writing moderation

In each of these tests or through the moderation process, 
children are expected to achieve at least the national standard 
(called the expected standard).



SPaG Test Papers 

The next few slides have examples of questions taken from the 
2018 Grammar and Punctuation test paper and the Spelling test 
paper.  

Paper 1: Grammar and Punctuation (50 questions) 
Paper 2: Spelling (20 questions) 

As it is a KS2 assessment, both papers include content taught 
from throughout the entire key stage (Y3 – Y6). 

















Glossary of SPaG Terminology

In your handouts, you will find a 
glossary of the terminology that 
children are expected to know, 
use and apply in KS2. 



This criteria will be used to assess children’s work through the 
moderation process. 



An extract of work from a child working at the ‘expected standard’ at the 
end of Y6. Please refer to your handout for the annotated version.





Example work from a child working at ‘greater depth’ at the end of Y6. 

Please refer to your handout 
for annotated versions. 



Scaffolding Writing – Year 5

Content introduced

What is parenthesis? 

Parenthesis is a word or phrase that is put in writing as extra 
information or an afterthought. If you took the parenthesis away, 
the passage would still be complete without it. You can use: 

• brackets
• dashes
• commas



Scaffolding Writing – Year 5

We have already used parenthesis this year. 

Can you spot the parenthesis in these sentences? 

The Eiffel Tower, which is in Paris, is one of the busiest tourist 
attractions in the world. 

The city of New York, where you see the famous Statue of Liberty, is 
an amazing place to visit. 

embedded relative clause

embedded clause



Scaffolding Writing – Year 5
James is taking part in a charity skydive at the weekend.

This sentence is grammatically correct but it would be more interesting 
with some parenthesis added. 

Brackets can also be used to separate off information that isn’t essential 
to the meaning of the rest of the sentence. 

James (who is terrified of heights) is taking part in a charity skydive 
at the weekend. 

What could your parenthesis be? 

James (______________________) is taking part in a charity skydive 
at the weekend. (Hint: how much did he raise?)



Scaffolding Writing – Year 5



Scaffolding Writing – Year 5

I dream of escaping this island (I hope the gods provide me 
with a boat) and returning home to Ithaca. 

I dream of escaping this island (______________________)
and returning home to Ithaca. (Hint: how will you do this?)



Sentence openers / stems

I have found myself…

Although I am being treated well,

Sadly,

Calypso refuses to allow me to leave (______) despite 
our many conversations.  

Success Criteria:

to use brackets for 
parenthesis

to include an 
embedded relative 
clause 

to use emotive 
language

Section 1
How did you end up on Calypso Island? 
What are your experiences of being there? 



Shared Write (children contribute to the writing collectively) 

Dearest Penelope, 
I have found myself trapped on Ogygia Island after 
narrowly escaping death at sea. You will be relieved to 
hear that I am safe and well and I am being provided with 
everything I need (I have never eaten so well in all my life) 
but I long to return home to you and to my beloved Ithaca. I 
am missing you greatly – and our dear son. 
Sadly, this will not be easy as Calypso, the goddess 
daughter of Titan, has fallen desperately in love with me.  
She has made it impossible for me to escape (my only 
hope is that the Gods will be on my side) and I now feel 
like a prisoner, held captive in paradise. 

Success Criteria:

to use brackets for 
parenthesis

to include an 
embedded clause 

to use emotive 
language

Section 1
How did you end up on Calypso Island? 
What are your experiences of being there? 



Scaffolding Writing – Year 6 
LO: to use semi-colons and conjunctive adverbs to join two independent clauses



LO: to use semi-colons and conjunctive adverbs to join two independent clauses

The world’s quite a big place ____________ it is not that big when you consider how 
much there is to squeeze into it. 

The world’s quite a big place. It is not that big when you consider how much there is 
to squeeze into it. 

The world’s quite a big place; it is not that big when you consider how much there is 
to squeeze into it. 

The world’s quite a big place although it is not that big when you consider how much 
there is to squeeze into it. 



LO: to use semi-colons and conjunctive adverbs to join two independent clauses

The world’s quite a big place; however, it is not that big when you consider how 
much there is to squeeze into it. 

It’s not too surprising that there aren’t many tigers left;_________,______________. 

It’s not too surprising that there aren’t many tigers left; however, it is too late for the 
Dodo. 

conjunctive adverbs 

otherwise

therefore

nevertheless

besides

consequently



Application of skills
Task: to write about the current situation for tigers conjunctive adverbs 

otherwise

therefore

nevertheless

besides

consequently

Modelled Write
Tigers (Panthera tigris) are very special; they are big, 
beautiful and fierce. These magnificent creatures need 
plenty of exercise; consequently, they need vast 
spaces to roam and hunt in. Since humans are 
selfishly turning forests into farmlands, it’s not too 
surprising that there aren’t many tigers left. They are 
now classed as endangered: they may soon become 
extinct.  
Sentence Stems 
Tigers are very special;______________________
Since humans are selfish, 
_____________; ________, __________________ 

Tier 3 Vocabulary 

deforestation
endangered
extinct
predator
prey 



How to support your child at home with reading
All reading is valuable so encourage your child to read widely. This can involve anything from fiction to 
non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, etc. Look at the recommended reads (found on the class 
page section of the school website) for a selection of books suitable for each year group. 

Read aloud with your child. It doesn’t always have to be them reading to you. We can be the ones to 
model using punctuation to develop fluency and how to add expression when reading to interest the 
reader. 

Build your child’s comprehension – their ability to understand what they are reading – by talking to 
them about what you have read. Ask questions that encourage your child to predict what they think 
might happen and to reflect on what has happened already. Keep the questions open, avoiding 
questions that require a yes/no answer. 

Reading is a great way to  boost your child’s vocabulary. Look up the definition of words together 
using a dictionary or the internet. 

Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features when reading (e.g. 
vocabulary, sentence structure and punctuation). 



How to support your child at home with writing 
Practise and learn weekly spellings. 

Use the weekly spelling sentences as an opportunity to revisit sentence structures taught. Examples 
can be found on the homework sheet each week. 

Encourage your child to edit their writing for the skills from their particular year group as well as skills 
from earlier years. Often, errors can be avoided through editing, which is a required skill. 

Encourage the use of a dictionary to check and correct spellings. 

Write together – be a good role model for writing. Encourage opportunities for writing such as letters to 
friends and family, stories or poems. 


