Boutcher C of E Primary School Subject Story
Religious Education

Intent

At Boutcher, we aim to develop a strong foundation of the Christian faith through children’s knowledge and
understanding of its beliefs, traditions and festivals. We encourage children to explore fundamental questions
of human existence and teach them the skills needed to make informed judgements and decisions, applying
an understanding of Christianity in responding to life and moral issues.

Our RE curriculum nurtures a deep sense of belonging, both within our school community and in the wider
world, by fostering relationships built on love, respect and understanding. We support children in developing
their knowledge and understanding of other major world faiths so that they acquire respect, empathy and
sensitivity, recognising the dignity of all people.

We purposefully provide children with a relevant curriculum which seeks to give them a strong understanding
of diversity within our local area as well as globally, supporting them in grasping how religion shapes culture.
We also inspire a sense of fascination and wonder in our world, encouraging children to see its beauty and
complexity as a reflection of our Creator God.

Through the RE curriculum, children are provided with opportunities to develop their spiritual, moral, social
and cultural awareness in an open and loving environment. Our teaching empowers children to become
seekers of justice, inspired by the teachings of Jesus and the moral imperatives found across world religions
to stand up for what is right and fair.

Our RE lessons provide children with chances to openly discuss their own religious, spiritual and
philosophical ideas, beliefs and opinions, and we promote the understanding of people from different, and/or
no faith, in line with British values.

Implementation

At Boutcher, a Church of England school grounded in Christian values, we offer a robust and challenging
Religious Education (RE) curriculum that nurtures the whole child. Rooted in the Southwark Diocesan Board
of Education (SDBE) scheme, our curriculum promotes theological depth, academic rigour, and spiritual
growth.

Christianity forms two-thirds of our RE curriculum, giving pupils a strong understanding of its beliefs,
practices, festivals, and influence on daily life. The remaining third explores major world faiths and non-
religious worldviews, fostering empathy, respect, and appreciation for diverse perspectives.

RE is taught for at least one hour each week in KS2, with purposeful links made across the curriculum—
especially in history, literacy, art, and PSHE—to help children understand faith’s role in shaping culture and
identity.

Teaching is creative and engaging, using drama, music, art, food, visits, and reflective storytelling to inspire
awe, wonder, and recognition of creation as a reflection of our Creator God.

We are committed to children’s spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. RE at Boutcher encourages
reflection, questioning, and respectful dialogue, creating a safe space for children to explore life’'s big
questions.

Themes like justice, compassion, and community—drawn from Jesus’ teachings and echoed across world
faiths—are central to our curriculum. We aim to develop courageous advocates who stand up for what is
right.

Through our high-quality, inclusive RE curriculum, children leave Boutcher with a strong understanding of
Christianity, respect for others, and a deep sense of purpose, belonging, and moral responsibility.



Impact

Religious Education at Boutcher has a transformational impact on our children, shaping them into reflective,
respectful, and morally grounded individuals. Our outstanding RE curriculum supports children in developing
a deep understanding of Christianity, particularly the teachings of Jesus, while fostering empathy and
curiosity about other world faiths and non-religious worldviews.

The effectiveness of our RE provision is reflected in our ‘Outstanding’ SIAMS judgement (June 2018), where
our inclusive Christian vision—captured in our motto ‘Faith, Family and Fascination’—was praised as being
lived out across all areas of school life. We continue to build on this foundation, ensuring that RE remains
central to the spiritual and moral development of every child.

Boutcher has also been awarded the RE Quality Mark at Gold Standard, recognising the high standards,
depth, and creativity of RE teaching and learning across the school. Children engage with RE in meaningful
ways that go beyond the classroom—through drama, art, debate, reflective storytelling, and real-life
experiences such as visits to places of worship and encounters with people of different faiths.

Our Visions and Values Committee, made up of staff and governors, meets termly to evaluate the impact of
our RE curriculum. This ensures that our intent is consistently implemented, and that the RE taught is
relevant, effective, and deeply connected to children’s lives and the wider world.

As a result, our children leave Boutcher with:
e A secure and confident understanding of the Christian faith;
o Arespectful awareness of other belief systems;
o The ability to think critically and ask big questions about life, faith, and meaning;
e A strong moral compass, guided by values of justice, compassion, and community.

Through our outstanding and inclusive RE provision, children are equipped to live with purpose, integrity, and
respect in an increasingly diverse and complex world.

What can | expect to see in an RE lesson at Boutcher?

- Children learning about religion in a real and relevant way, where the learning is brought to life through
immersive experiences such as, handling of resources, tasting of food and role play.

- All children participating in meaningful and purposeful discussions, within an environment where all
beliefs and viewpoints are respected and valued.

- Children developing their own spiritual, social and moral ideas through critical questioning and making
links.

- Teaching that enables children to develop through the three disciplinary lenses — believing, thinking and
living.

Examples of our outstanding learning
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Joy to the World A visit to Central Gurdwara

An interpretation of nativity being to learn more about Sikhism.
depicted through art and culture.



What voice do pupils have?

Pupil voice is central to the development of RE at Boutcher. Every half term, the Faith Group—made up
of pupil Faith Leaders from across the school—meets to discuss current RE topics, share their reflections,
and offer feedback on their learning experiences. They help shape the direction of RE by suggesting
improvements, proposing projects, and identifying themes they wish to explore further.

Faith Leaders take an active role in promoting RE throughout the school, contributing to assemblies,
supporting special events, and acting as ambassadors for the subject.

Pupil feedback is regularly gathered through discussions, meeting with the RE Lead, and informal
conversations. This helps teachers adapt and improve lessons, ensuring they remain engaging,
challenging, and meaningful.

Through these opportunities, children are empowered to be active participants in their learning, and they

clearly understand that their views help shape the RE curriculum and its delivery.

Examples of pupil voice

Year 6 child — “| really enjoy our RE lessons. RE is my favourite subjects because | love learning about other

people and their beliefs.”

Year 3 child “Our RE lessons are very good because we get to learn about other people. | really enjoyed
learning about Judaism in Year 2 and look forward to learning about Sikhism in Year Three.

How do children’s skills progress?
An example of skills progression from Year 1 — 6

KEY SKILLS

EYES (ELGs)

Key Stage 1

Lower Key Stage

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary.

Use and understand recently
introduced vocabulary during
discussions about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and
during roleplay.

Describe their immediate
environment using knowledge
from observation, discussion,
stories and non-fiction texts.

Talk simply about core beliefs
and concepts and what they
mean.

Use appropriate RE-specific
vocabulary
when they talk.

Remember and retell religious,
moral and spiritual stories.

Identify how stories and
symbols show what people

believe.

Identify similarities in features
of religion
and belief.

Identify how religion and belief
is expressed in different ways
for different people.

Describe and suggest meanings
for the symbols and other forms
of expression of people of faith or
belief, using RE-specific
vocabulary and giving reasons for
their ideas.

Make links between religious
concepts, texts, stories, beliefs
and practices, (believing,
belonging and living.)

Identify similarities and
differences between theological
concepts, religions and beliefs,
giving examples from their
learning.

What successes were there in the last few academic years?

- Successful implementation of the new RE syllabus has seen both teachers and pupils flourish.
Pupils are making strong progress, with clear learning journeys evident in their books, demonstrating
thoughtful engagement with big, enquiry-based questions.

- Staff and pupils have developed a strong understanding of the three theological lenses. INSET
training has been well-received, leading to increased teacher confidence and more creative, reflective

teaching approaches.

- Pupil attainment in RE is strong, consistently in line with other core curriculum subjects, with children
continuing to make excellent progress.

- Boutcher was awarded the RE Quality Mark Gold Standard, with the assessor noting that “RE
perfectly encapsulates the school’s values of Faith, Family and Fascination.”

- Educational visits and partnerships with local faith communities—such as the East London
Mosque—have enhanced pupils’ real-world understanding of religious diversity and strengthened

community links.



- An RE Curriculum Open Afternoon provided a valuable opportunity to share and celebrate pupils’ RE
learning with parents and the wider community, receiving highly positive feedback.

What are the priorities in RE?

- To continue to build on the new RE syllabus, ensuring lessons are engaging, inspiring, and provide
rich opportunities for children to develop their believing, thinking, and living skills in line with the
curriculum's aims.

- To strengthen retrieval practice in RE, giving children regular opportunities to revisit and consolidate
prior learning, supporting long-term knowledge retention and deeper understanding.

To continue to increase engagement with people of faith, by building more meaningful links with
faith communities and inviting visitors to share their beliefs, practices, and lived experiences, enriching
pupils' learning and broadening their worldview.
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