Boutcher C of E Primary School Subject Story
History

Intent
At Boutcher, we aim to provide a high-quality History education that ignites curiosity, nurtures tascination,
and inspires children to explore the past in order to shape a more thoughtful future. We want our children to
understand that History is not just about dates and events, but about identity, legacy and the responsibility
we all hold in our communities and world.

Our curriculum, supported by Kapow Primary’s scheme of work, is designed to help children think like
historians — to question, investigate evidence critically, explore diverse perspectives, and build informed
interpretations of people, events and societies. We want our pupils to develop a deep and broad
understanding of the past, particularly the history of the British Isles, London’s unique place within it, and the
wider world beyond.

Through rich historical narratives and diverse case studies, our History provision reflects the lived
experiences of our children and the wider community, giving voice to different cultures, backgrounds and
contributions. We use our local area and the city of London to bring History to life through educational visits
and real-world connections.

As a Church of England school, we embed Christian values and SMSC development throughout our teaching
of History. Our children explore themes of justice, liberty, equality and respect across time periods, learning
to reflect on moral choices, cultural influence and the resilience of humanity. This helps them to grow as
compassionate, informed and active citizens who recognise their role in shaping a more just and inclusive
world.

Our intent is that every child leaves Boutcher with a strong historical foundation, a sense of belonging, and
the knowledge and confidence to engage with the present and future through the lens of the past.

Implementation
History is taught in focused 6-week blocks, three times per year. Each term explores a distinct topic through
an overarching, enquiry-based question designed to spark curiosity and deeper thinking. Lessons are built
around open-ended sub-questions, encouraging children to investigate, think critically, and work like
historians.

Through this enquiry-led approach, pupils develop a secure understanding of key historical concepts and
learn to question using evidence to make informed decisions.

Our history teaching develops knowledge and skills through:

Topic knowledge — investigating key figures or events from historical periods; examining how aspects of
life have developed over time.

Chronological awareness — understanding how historical periods interconnect, overlap and impact each
other.

Substantive (abstract) concepts — recurring themes, key concepts and fundamental elements of
historical knowledge, such as 'empire’, ‘monarchy’ or ‘invasion and settlement’.

Disciplinary concepts — learning how historians investigate the past and how they construct historical
claims.

Historical enquiry — experiencing the process that historians use; navigating historical concepts by
questioning, investigating, interpreting, evaluating, concluding and communicating.

History lessons are inclusive, engaging and challenging. We aim to provide culturally rich experiences for our
children to support them in making links and to create a love and curiosity for the world. We ensure that
children have meaningful experiences to support their learning through educational visits, workshops and
themed days.

Impact
Our children will meet the ‘Understanding the World’ Early Learning Goals at the end of EYFS, and the end

of key stage expectations outlined in the National curriculum for History by the end of Year 2 and Year 6.



They should leave primary school equipped with a range of skills and knowledge to enable them to study
History with confidence at Key stage 3.

We hope to shape children into curious and inspired historians with respect and appreciation for the world
around them alongside an understanding of the interconnection between the past and the present.

Children will be:

Historical thinkers by asking meaningful questions, investigating evidence, and drawing informed
conclusions about the past.

Secure in historical knowledge by gaining a strong chronological understanding of British, local and
world history, connecting key events, people and themes across time.

Culturally aware by exploring diverse perspectives and learning how history has shaped cultures,
identities and communities—both their own and others.

Value justice historical enquiry, children consider fairness, equality and democracy, helping them to
understand moral choices and social change.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Growth by reflecting deeply on historical events and figures,
developing empathy, respect and a sense of personal and social responsibility.

Fluent communicators by expressing historical understanding confidently through writing, discussion,
drama and creative work, using appropriate vocabulary and reasoning.

Lastingly Curious with a lifelong interest in history seeing its relevance to their lives and the world
today.

What can | expect to see in a History lesson at Boutcher?

Engaged and curious learners, showing genuine enthusiasm for history, inspired by big enquiry
questions that connect the past to their present and future.

A sequential, ambitious curriculum where knowledge and skills build over time, enabling children
to think critically and respond to challenging concepts with confidence.

Rich development of historical thinking, including chronological awareness, topic knowledge,
disciplinary and substantive concepts, and investigative skills rooted in real evidence.

Clear modelling and use of key vocabulary, with children confidently using historical terms to
communicate their ideas and understanding.

Enquiry-driven exploration, where pupils investigate, interpret, question and reflect, leading to
meaningful conclusions they can articulate clearly.

Values-led learning, where children reflect on justice, identity and community through a Christian
lens, considering the moral impact of past events and people.

A nurturing and inclusive environment, where history is taught with compassion, respect and a
deep appreciation for different cultures, faiths and experiences.

Examples of our outstanding learning
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Year 2 - taking part in Year 5 - a depiction of a section Reception — Roleplaying
a workshop from the Bayeux tapestry jobs of people that help us.

What voice do pupils have?

Children at Boutcher play an active role in contributing to the History curriculum. They regularly meet with
the subject coordinator to share their views, discuss what they’ve enjoyed, and talk about their learning
experiences, often showcasing their work with pride. Children are invited to reflect on educational visits and



workshops, providing valuable feedback that informs future planning and enriches learning opportunities.
Through the Reading Ambassadors, children can also request books linked to current History topics, helping
to foster cross-curricular connections and deepen their understanding.

Examples of pupil voice
- ‘I remember when we went to see Samuel Pepys garden and we saw the pictures on the ground. | loved
it when we dressed up and when we did the ink writing.” Child in Year 2

- ‘When we went on a tour of our local area | found it interesting that Bermondsey was once a small village.
| was amazed that one person secretly paid for the library to be built and his name is now on a plaque.’

Child in Year 5

How do children’s skills progress?
Chronological Awareness — Knowledge

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year3and 4

Year 5 and 6

To know that someone’s
age is the time since they
were born.

To know that they started
life as a baby but have
since grown and changed.

To know that some people
are older than others.

To know that parents are
older than children and
grandparents are older
than parents.

To know some language for
talking about the passing of
time and events that have
already happened, even if
used inaccurately. (before,
yesterday, last week, last
year).

Knowledge

To know that a timeline
shows the order events in
the past happened.

To know that we start by
looking at ‘now’ on a
timeline then look back.

To know that ‘the past’ is
events that have already
happened. To know that
‘the present’ is time
happening now.

To know that within living
memory is 100 years.

To know that beyond
living memory is more
than 100 years ago.

To know that events
in history may last
different amounts of
time.

To know a decade is
ten years.

To know that history is divided into
periods of history e.g. ancient times,
middle ages and modern.

To know that we can use dates to work
out the interval between periods of time
and the duration of historical events or
periods.

To know that BC means 'before Christ'
and is the term used to date the years
before Jesus was born.

To know that AD means Anno Domini
and can be used to show years from the
year 1AD.

To know that prehistory is the period of
time before written methods and
stretches until the Roman invasion in
AD43.

To know that prehistory is divided into
the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic,
Bronze Age and Iron Age.

To know that the Stone Age, Bronze Age
and Iron Age periods are named after
the materials that were commonly used
to make tools.

To know that the Tudor period is the
name of the period from 1485-1603 as
this was when the Tudor family were the
ruling family in England.

To know that the Victorian period is the
period 1833-1901 and roughly coincides
with the years that Queen Victoria ruled.

To understand the term
“century” and how
dating by centuries
works. (e.g. the 1500s
are known as the 16th
century)

To know relevant dates
and relevant terms for
the period and period
labels e.g.Stone Age,
Bronze Age, Iron Age,
Romans, Anglo-Saxons,
Vikings, Romans, Tudors,
Greeks, Aztecs, and
Victorians.

An example of skills progression from EYFS — Year 6

What successes were there in the last few academic years?
- We have redesigned our history curriculum, moving from a thematic approach to teaching history as a
discrete subject.
- The Kapow materials have been well received and there is enthusiasm amongst staff and children for the
new history curriculum.
- We have already established strong cross-curricular links, enriching children’s learning by connecting
history to other areas of the curriculum.



What are the priorities in History?
To fully embed the curriculum whilst supporting staff in becoming increasingly confident and skilled in its
delivery.
While the current curriculum is strong, we aim to tailor some of the content to make the study of places
more relevant and meaningful to our children and their families, this will take some time.
To sustain and build on the growing excitement and engagement with history across the school—
encouraging curiosity, questioning and outward looking.
To support the curriculum with meaningful and culturally rich educational visits.
To establish meaningful assessment processes in the subject.



